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Water: Basis Of Life 


_ Water is the basis of all life on this 
_ earth. Without water, life as we know it 
could not exist. 
Organized communities depend on the 
availability of water—to grow food, to 
drink, to feed livestock, and on which 
to travel and trade. Water is the basis of 
steam, produces electric power and 
_ plays an important role in many 
| industrial processes. 
_ When water has receded or become 
| unfit for use, civilization has ebbed 
| with it. Some of the vast desert areas of 
| the world were once rich in water, in 
vegetation and animal life. 
_The distress caused by the fall in the 
levels of the Great Lakes during the 
-1960’s and the results of the severe 
'drought on the Canadian Prairies during 
| the 1930's exemplified the important 
role water plays in our existence. In 
| many areas there still remain examples of 
|past mismanagement with the resulting 
jloss of usable water through pollution, 
|neglect, waste and the sheer folly of man. 
|Here in Ontario we enjoy a super- 
jabundance of water. Over 17 per cent 
of the province’s area consists of fresh 
water lakes and rivers. The unending 
thunder of Niagara Falls, spilling 38 
nillion gallons of water a minute over a 
cliff 155 feet high and half a mile wide, 
S a dramatic symbol of the Province’s 


water resources. 

With each passing year, man spreads 

his dwellings and works over the land 
of Ontario and water becomes 
increasingly important. 

During the 1930’s money for municipal 
works was in short supply and major 
problems ensued in the water supply 
development of community systems. 
Waste control facilities were entirely 
neglected. Then came the Second World 
War and the channeling of funds to the 
needs of war with the result that the 
pollution control situation became worse. 
The post-war period brought with it an 
industrial boom accompanied by 
mushrooming cities and towns, with 
hundreds of square miles being developed 
into sprawling subdivisions. At the same 
time, increasing capital costs and high 
interest rates raised new obstacles to 
municipalities seeking to meet the 
demands of water supply and adequate 
pollution control systems. 

As the new concentrations of population 
spread, municipalities became deeply 
concerned, even desperate about water 
shortages. The construction of needed 
pollution control systems was falling 
farther and farther behind. By the mid- 
1950's, the situation was approaching 
Critical proportions. 
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Water for Ontario's 
Farms 


While more and more water is being 
used by a rapidly expanding population 
and growing industries, one essential 
part of the economy that cannot be 
neglected is agriculture. 

To compound the problems caused by 
increasing urban demand, the rainfall 

in some areas of the province may be 
below normal for several years at a time. 
As a result, Ontario's farms have to 
depend to an increasing extent on 
irrigation. Thus, in its control of resources 
of supply and distribution of water, the 
Commission must also make provision 
for this integral part of the province's 
economy. If there is to be food, there 
must be water. 
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aboratory Control 


le test tube and the microscope play 
important part in the programs of 
Commision. | 
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Research 


The OWRC Division of Research is 
responsible for applied research into a 
broad spectrum of water resource topics 


ranging from the quality and purification 


of water to the biological and chemical 
hazards, control, and treatment of 


Activities cover a wide variety of other 


topics, such as Carrying out laboratory 


c iemicals. Itis s continually reviewing 
technical literature and engineering 
design. The research program is closely 
inked with the overall activities of the 
her technica divisions within the 
ommission 


In The Public 
Service 


Adequate supplies of clean, fresh water 
are indispensable to the well-being of 
the people of Ontario and to the 
economic development of the province. 
If supply does not meet demand, if 
pollution threatens supply or kills off 
natural life in lakes and streams, if 
public health is endangered by improper 
disposal of wastes—if in any way the 
Province’s bounty of water is 
imperilled, then every person in Ontario 
will suffer because of these adverse 
effects. 

It is the responsibility of the Ontario 
Water Resources Commission to see 
that this does not happen. 
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The Commission invites the co-operation | 
of industry, of public and private | 
agencies and of individual citizens to 

protect this priceless heritage. 

A continuous program of public 

education through progressive 
communications and information is 

designed to create awareness and public 
interest in Ontario’s water management 
program. 

Regional offices located strategically 
throughout the province are an 

extension of the commission’s head 

office services and offer more immediate 
attention to local water management 
problems. 


Watercare is OWRC’s main concern. 


Public interest and involvement will 


alleviate that concern. 


For further information 
contact: 


OWRC, Public Relations 
and Information 


Ontario 
Water Resources 


Water management in Ontario Commission 


135 St. Clair Ave. W., 
Toronto 195, 
Ontario 


